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Some catamite, or pimp, in credit grown,
Who tempts another's wife, or sells his own,
Steps cross his hopes, the promis'd boon denies.
And for some minion's minion claims the prize.
(Jfigkt.)
The varied magnificence, combined with a 'natural9
fluency, in Churchill's heroic couplet is reminiscent of
Dryden rather than of Pope; and Chalmers says, 'Dry-
den was his acknowledged model, and he left inequali-
ties in his writings that he might resemble Dryden, and
shun Pope's 'unvaried excellence'. Some of the 'in-
equalities', however, suggest hastiness rather than
deliberation (cf. Independence].
Smart's bitterness and scorn, so copiously outpoured
into the channels of wit and Mock-Heroics, is not
without the satisfaction of dignity, even though his
inspiration may want the colossal proportions of
Churchill's. The speeches of Momus and Fame are
masterpieces in little of vigorous and controlled invec-
tive; while the only lapse in the description of the tawny
Sybil is the cheap antithesis, 'twain were her teeth, and
single was her eye'; its obviousness was, I suppose, too
tempting to resist. It is symptomatic of our time that
many who praise Smart's Song to David have never
heard of The Hilliad, and if they read it would dislike it.
Savage's London and Bristol, though the 'sublimity' of
Savage's indignation is more obvious, suffers from the
fault of defective communication, in certain of its lines;
patience and revision would have obviated such crud-
ities as 'thy halliers horses and thy human hogs; up-
starts and muckworms, proud relentless hearts'. In
fact, while the general effect is that of the true saeva